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With the most important sporting event 
in the world just a couple of weeks 
away, millions of Egyptians will yet 
again, be forced to miss watching the 
2014 FIFA World Cup in Brazil. Stuck 
with only one pay TV channel airing the 
tournament exclusively, Egyptians will 
also abide to an excessive subscription 
fee. With a mass population that is 
neither accumulated on the pay-per-
view concept nor able to afford extra 
financial burden, the general public will 
have to succumb another four years 
without following the globe’s 
predominant sporting event. 
 
In late 2009, the exclusive broadcasting 
rights of the 2010 and 2014 World Cups 
went to Qatar’s state owned pay TV 
channel Al-Jazeera Sport, Rebranded in 
January 2014 to beIN Sport in the MENA 
region (Middle East and North Africa). 
The Qatari satellite channel had less 
than 3 million subscribers in Egypt, thus, 
only accessible by a mere 4 % of the 
population. The small portion of 
subscribers was even caused by severe 
abuse from the beIN Sports 
management, placing extreme 
conditions for subscription, most 
importantly a disproportional fee, 
leading many subscribers to boycott the 
2014 FIFA World Cup in Brazil. 
 
Although Egypt’s national team did not 
qualify for the 2014 World Cup, the 
event nevertheless generates 
nationwide interest every 4 years. The 
World Cup is of significant social value 
for the Egyptian society due to its 
importance for everyone. Affiliated to 
FIFA since January 1923, Egypt was the 
first African country to participate in the 
1934 World Cup in Italy. Additionally, 
Egypt was one of the three countries 
that founded the Confederation of 

African Football (CAF), Africa’s football 
governing body in 1957. Finally, the 
Egyptian national team is Africa’s all 
time most successful, winning a total of 
7 African Cup of Nations, three of them 
consecutively in the last 10 years.  
 
World Cup Broadcasting history in 
Egypt 
 
All World Cup matches were always 
shown in Egypt on local and national 
terrestrial TV due to the high demand by 
the general public for viewing it, hence 
it was accessible by more than 90% of 
the population, until the 2002 World 
Cup Finals in South Korea/Japan.  
 
In November 2009, Qatari-based Al 
Jazeera Sport purchased pay-TV sport 
channel Arab Radio Television (ART). 
The acquisition included ART’s brand 
name and all sports tournament 
broadcasting rights held by the channel, 
which included the exclusive right of 
cable, satellite, terrestrial, mobile and 
internet for the 2010 and 2014 FIFA 
World Cup.  
 
Accordingly, Al-Jazeera switched to a 
monopolization position due to being 
the only player in the market. Even 
though their previous subscription fee 
was only $25 (EGP 150) per year when 
penetrating the market in 2003, Al-
Jazeera dramatically raised their 
subscription fee to $175 for the 2010 
World Cup. Not only have they raised 
the subscription, but they have also 
asked for unrealistic prices to sub-
license the tournament for local 
terrestrial TV which lead to not 
broadcasting any match on local TV.  
 
This resulted in the punishment of 
millions in Egypt from following their 
number one heart and soul sport, 
football in the first World Cup in Africa. 
As a country where the market is 
concentrated on terrestrial and free 
satellite channels, Egypt’s pay-per-view 
TV constitutes less than 10% of the TV 
households. The economic status of 
Egyptian citizens, where the 
unemployment rate reached 14% in 
2013, makes pay TV channels 
unaffordable.  
 
Brazil 2014: Broadcasting Rights 
Juxtaposed 
 
In early 2014, beIN Sports set the 
highest ever subscription fee for the 
2014 World Cup in Egypt, placing a 
sturdy USD 305 package fee for the 
tournament. The package was divided 
into the following: USD 95 for the World 

Cup channels with an obligation to pay 
USD 150 to subscribe to the general 
package for one year, which included 
other sporting events such as European 
Leagues, tennis, basketball, etc. On top 
of this, former and new subscribers are 
obliged to buy a new branded beIN 
Sports HD digital receiver worth USD 60! 
Adding up to a total of USD 305 to 
watch 64 games of the 2014 World Cup! 
If converted to Egyptian pounds, the 
subscription fee will equal EGP 2,200 
(approx. EUR 225), while the minimum 
monthly wage approved by the 
government after 2011 is almost 75% 
less than that amount, at just EGP 700 
(approx. EUR 72)! Also, about 26% of 
the populations are at or under the line 
of poverty, earning less than EGP 4,500 
(approx. EUR 450) annually! 
 
While Egyptians continue to suffer, most 
European countries are able to watch all 
or most of the matches on free-to-air 
TV. Although most European countries 
can actually afford the set subscription 
fees, they are granted the freedom to 
watch the event for free, without losing 
any cash. On the contrary, a country like 
Egypt, economically on the brink and on 
verge of declaring bankruptcy, will have 
to suffer a humongous USD 305 
subscription fee.  
 
The general environment might think 
that local governments and regulations 
have no influence over how FIFA 
decides to sell and broadcast their 
number one premier event, but that is 
incorrect. On 18 July 20131, FIFA and 
UEFA lost an appeal before the 
European Court of Justice against a 
European ruling that the World Cup and 
Euro Championships should be shown 
on free-to-air TV in the UK and in 
Belgium. The European General Court 
said that both countries could keep the 
events on their list of “protected” events 
of national sporting interested to be 
broadcasted for free, meaning that both 
tournaments cannot be sold exclusively 
to pay-TV firms. The countries argued 
that all 64 World Cup finals matches 
were an important part of the national 
sporting “crown jewels”, and must be 
made available to the whole population 
to watch on terrestrial television. 
Consequently, the European Court of 
Justice upheld the European General 
Court decision and confirmed the right 
of the public to watch the World Cup 
Finals stating that “World Cup Finals, in 
their entirety, have always been very 

                                              
1 Judgment in Case C-201/11 P, C-204/11 P and C-
205/11 P UEFA and FIFA v. Commission 
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popular among the general public and 
not only viewers who generally follow 
football matches on television. Second, 
those competitions have traditionally 
been broadcasted on free television 
channels in those Member States.” 
 
Moreover, the chart below shows a 
couple of countries from Europe and 
Asia and their respective subscription 
price with regards to the 2014 World 
Cup. 
 
In the list of the 19 countries (see 
graph 1 below), many countries are able 
to watch the World Cup for free.  With 
regards to the subscription fee for those 
with pay TV, there is no comparison to 
that of Egypt’s. Last March, an outrage 
erupted in Singapore with regards to the 
“high” subscription fee of the World 
Cup. The population is complaining that 
they are overpaying, or even paying at 
all for the tournament, while similar 
countries in the region are watching the 
tournament for free. The subscription 
charge in Singapore is almost more than 
twice as high as any other country in 
Asia. And yet, the subscription fee in 
Egypt is almost twice as high as 
Singapore’s! According to the World 
Bank, the GDP per capita (in USD) in 
Singapore was USD 52,000 in 2012, 
while in Egypt it was only USD 3,200 in 
the same respective year!  
  
The chart (see graph 2 below) compares 
the GDP per capita (in USD) for Egypt, 
United Kingdom, Belgium, Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Denmark, and the world’s 
average. Since 2004, the GDP per capita 
in Egypt was way below the world’s 
average; and in comparison to 
Singapore, Egypt’s GDP was 16 times 
less! 
 
Singaporeans paid USD 70, and USD 112 
in the 2010 and 2014 World Cup 
respectively, while Egyptians were 
required to pay USD 175 and USD 300 
for the same events. When adding both 
countries’ GDPs in the formula, the 
subscription fee is obviously 
disproportionate!  
 
What shows more discrimination is that 
for a country such as France, where 28 
matches will be broadcasted for free on 
local TV, beIN Sports, same channel, 
exclusively broadcast the full 64 
matches of World Cup 2014 and charges 
an amount of EUR 12 (approx. USD 17) 
for watching all the 64 games, while 
Egyptians are obliged to pay an 
additional USD 293, regardless of the 
economic, social and cultural 
differences of both countries.  

 
Moreover, BeIN Sports set nearly the 
same subscription fee in Egypt as in all 
other countries in the MENA region such 
as Kuwait, UAE, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Algeria, Sudan, Somalia and Mauritania, 
completely disregarding the huge 
differences in the economic status of 
each country respectively. 
 
Regulatory Action Needed? 
 
After several complaints from former 
and current subscribers, the Egyptian 
Competition Authority (ECA), after 
undertaking all necessary examination 
and investigation procedures, has 
recently declared on 22 May 2014, 
extreme violation concerning the 
broadcasting of the 2014 World Cup 
matches2. 
 
The ECA has stated that there is an 
abuse of dominant position in the 
market by beIN Sports, due to some 
practices obliging former and potential 
subscribers who want to subscribe for 
the World Cup package to also buy the 
higher general package for one year in 
addition to purchasing a new specific 
receiver device for the 2014 World Cup. 
ECA concluded that an abuse of 
dominance exists in this market in 
accordance with article 8-d of the 
Egyptian Law on the Protection of 
Competition and Prevention of 
Monopoly Practices, Law no. 3 of 2005, 
entered into force on 16 May 2005, 
providing that: “A person holding a 
dominant position in a relevant market 
is prohibited to impose as a condition for 
the conclusion of a sale or purchase 
contract or agreement of a product, the 
acceptance of obligations or products 
unrelated by their very nature or by 
commercial custom to the original 
transaction or agreement.” 
 
Accordingly, ECA summoned the 
concerned entity (beIN Sports) to 
readjust its conditions in accordance 
with competition law and obligated the 
entity to undertake the following: 
 
- Give clients (whether potential or 
existing) the freedom of choice to watch 
the World Cup matches either through 
subscribing for only three months or for 
one year). 
 
- Announcing that existing clients who 
have already subscribed for one year, 
have the right to subscribe for only 
three months and the entity shall refund 

                                              
2
 http://www.eca.org.eg/ECA/News/View.aspx?Objec

tID=172 

 
them on the remaining amount of the 
paid subscription. 
 
- Announcing that matches can be 
watched on any secured receiver 
available in the Egyptian market. 
 
Moreover, to respond to the injustice of 
the broadcasting of major sporting 
events in Africa, where the majority 
cannot afford to watch these events, 
the African Broadcasting Union (AUB) 
recently discussed the issuance of a new 
legislation that would limit the rights of 
international federations on events like 
the FIFA World Cup. At their 7th General 
Assembly in February 2014, the AUB 
stated the following: 
 
“As for the broadcast rights for sporting 
events, the general Assembly called for 
urgent and concerted action in order to 
reverse the current trend which allows 
intermediaries to own the screening 
rights and blackout countries from 
showing the matches. They agreed to 
come up with a memorandum that the 
AUB would submit to the Conference of 
African Heads of State and Government 
of the African Union. They say they want 
to come up with legislations that would 
limit the rights of international 
federations on events like the FIFA 
World Cup and mostly the CAF African 
Cup of Nations. This legislation would 
build on the argument that these events 
must be ‘termed very important for 
society’ and that part of the public must 
not be deprived of the possibility of 
watching them, whether live or delayed, 
on free access television.” 
 
FIFA TV Rights: What Next? 
 
Although pay-per-view TV is becoming 
globally normalized and might offer 
special coverage and high technology 
that many people would like to 
experience, many sporting events such 
as the FIFA World Cup should be 
enjoyed by all segments of the 
population and, not only those who can 
afford it, specifically in third world 
countries. 
 
Although broadcasting rights make a big 
portion of FIFA’s income, partially spent 
on the amateur games through 
solidarity payments allowing the 
development of football at all levels 
including women and grassroots. Selling 
the broadcasting rights of the FIFA 
World Cup to only one pay TV channel is 
preventing people from different 
income groups and age segments from 
watching the global event, thus, 
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harming the true development of 
football.  
 
FIFA has the complete right to market 
and sell their respective events in what 
they deem appropriate, but in the 
interval, football’s governing body must 
find a balance between trying to get a 
maximized profit and protecting the 
rights of the public to watch the number 
one sporting event in the world. 
Safeguarding regulations must be 
implemented to prevent unrealistic 
conditions set by rights-holders and also 
to guarantee the free coverage for a 
good number of the matches. 
 
In addition to that, beIN Sports must 
show good faith by offering the service 
of watching the World Cup in an 
affordable fee compatible with the 
economic status of each country, in 
addition to sub-licensing all or at least 
an acceptable number of matches to 
local terrestrial channels for a 
reasonable price, so they can be aired to 
those who cannot afford any payments 
to watch the event, in order to allow the 
public to enjoy bits and pieces of the 
World Cup. 
 
In a recent statement made in early 
2011, Jerome Valcke -FIFA Secretary 
General- complemented Al Jazeera’s 
efforts in increasing the reach of FIFA 
tournaments around the region.  
 
Mr. Valcke stated the following: 
 
“Al Jazeera Sport more than proved its 
commitment to delivering high-calibre 
coverage to football fans during the 
2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa. FIFA’s 
aim is to make the World Cup as 
accessible to as many people around the 
world as possible – and for this we 
thankfully have an immensely strong 
partner in Al Jazeera Sport for the 
Middle East and North Africa.”3  
 
The definite aim of FIFA was to make 
the World Cup as accessible to as many 
people around the world as possible as 
shown in past World Cups, but in the 
past couple of years, the case was 
different. The World Cup is currently 
accessible only to those who can afford 
it, while most population in the region 
does not have the luxury of watching 
the World Cup. FIFA must reinstate their 
position in this case in order to 
resemble their slogan “For the game, for 
the world” before it is too late.  

                                              
3 http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/organisation/news/
newsid=1371497/index.html 

 
When football loses its number one 
strength point and thermometer, the 
fans, it will lose everything. The World 
Cup is a global event that should be 
available for the general public all over 
the globe, as people eagerly wait for 
four years to watch their favorite stars 
collide in one place for a month. In 
addition to that, the World Cup is an 
event with social presence, where 
countries from all over the world come 
together, with equal chances in a 90 
minute duel, to prove their worth and 
value to the rest of the world. Countries 
compete and cooperate with one 
another, with all cultural, ethnic, 
religious, gender and racial differences 
set aside. 
 
By making it accessible and affordable, 
FIFA will manage to remain intact with 
the general public; football is not only 
for the elite or wealthy, football is and 
must remain for everyone!  
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